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The Changing Strategic Environment
The primary goals of Singapore's national security, as with any other country, are to safeguard its territorial integrity and ensure the safety and well-being of its citizens. This requires the close monitoring of all potential threats, maintaining credible defences to deter, and if and when necessary, to respond decisively should deterrence fail. These will remain as the basic building blocks of the national security strategy for Singapore and many other countries. However, the challenges of maintaining national security have become far more complex in recent years. Changes in our strategic environment call for a continuous reassessment of what needs to be done and the setting of new priorities if we want to enhance our national security.
One element of this shift has been globalisation and its impact on maritime trade and energy flows. Nowhere in the world is this truer than in the Asia-Pacific Region. This is a region through which over 30% of the world's commerce, half the world's oil, and 80% of the oil bound for China and Japan are carried afloat. The Sea Lines of Communication in this region are hence critical lifelines not only for the regional littoral states, but also for stakeholders around the globe. However, globalisation has also greatly increased the potential effects posed by threats to maritime security. Most of us here would be familiar with the attacks on the USS Cole in Aden, the MV Limburg off the Yemeni coast and on the Al Basrah Oil terminal in Iraq. Specific to our region, the menace of
